
Upcoming 

Events 
 

12/15 
Christmas Concert  

 
12/28 

Blood Drive 
 

12/18-12/20 
Exams 

 
12/21– 1/4 

Christmas Break 
 

1/4 
Return to School 
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The JCHS gym will be home to another American Red Cross 

blood drive on Thursday, December 28th. It will last from 

1:00PM until 5:00PM. You must be 16 years or older to donate, 

and anyone under 17 must have a permission form signed by a 

parent or legal guardian. Blood donations made during this drive 

will count towards seniors’ minimum donation requirements for 

graduation cords and application for an American Red Cross 

scholarship. This is a critical time for donation. We had a great 

turnout at the last blood drive, and the Red Cross would love to 

see everyone back and more! One blood donation can save three 

lives, so if you are aged 16 or older, are able to donate, and are 

not on a Christmas vacation, come on out for a great cause.  

Christmas Blood Drive 
By: Zoe Bonds 

 Start studying a week or  so before instead of  the night before 

the test. 

 Study past quizzes, reviews, worksheets, or  tests. For 

example, past review sheets, study guides, or tests in Mr. 

Suchecki’s class make good study tools for exams. 

 Be sure to have all your mater ials organized. For example, in 

Mrs. Craig’s class, make sure your binder is neatly organized 

with all your papers. 

 Re-read chapters you might have been unsure on. Read 

through or recopy the notes. 

 Flashcards are useful with definitions or vocab words. 

 Get plenty of sleep. 

 Get a good breakfast and lunch to get through the tests without 

being hungry. 



Angel Tree 
By: Zoe Bonds 

The Johnston City Manna Mission is continuing its tradition by sponsoring 

the Angel Tree again this Christmas! The Angel Tree is a wonderful event that 

blesses many children’s holidays. Every year, families in need fill out a form 

for their children. It asks for information regarding their child’s age, gender, 

clothing sizes, interests, and wishes for that year’s Christmas presents. Then, 

the form is sent to be hung on the Angel Tree at First Bank. Able and kind 

individuals can then go and pick them up, and shop for the child they receive. 

It is an extraordinary event that provides happiness and joy to many kids during the magical 

time of Christmas. It allows for parents to be able to see joy on their children’s faces that they 

may not have been able to produce themselves due to financial lack. The JCHS Business Club 

is continuing it’s annual participation this year as well! Christmas spirit is abound in Johnston 

City. 
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Toys for Tots 
By: Jacob Crawford 

The United State Marine Corps Toys for Tots are helping kids everywhere this year. They are 

a not-for-profit organization and are doing a charity for kids who are not able to afford toys 

for themselves or do not have someone to get them a present for Christmas. The organization 

is raising a lot of money and is spread everywhere across the country. People can donate to 

them at almost any local store. Recently, there were complications as there was a fire that 

burnt down an entire warehouse in St. Louis, Missouri. This destroyed lots of toys that were 

going to over 1,500 children. “Luckily there were no injuries,” said the fire crew chief. The 

organization has since replaced almost all the presents that were lost due to the fire. Go 

donate a toy or two to a local Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots drop box that can be found 

in almost any town.  
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This year, the girls basketball team has had to overcome many obstacles. There are only two 

seniors on the team (Captains: Allison Baker and Victoria Mueller) so a lot of underclassmen 

are playing varsity basketball. They have a record of 1-9 from playing some tough teams, but 

they are learning how to  play as a team. They know their strengths and weaknesses and are 

working hard at practice. They have a tough schedule ahead of them, but they all play with 

pride and heart. Victoria has been released from her doctors to play again so we may see her 

on the court soon.  Mueller says, “While watching from the sidelines and keeping books, I’ve 

watched this team develop, learn how to work as a unit, and improve on communication. 

Communication has been the biggest struggle because a lot of these girls haven’t ever played 

together, but we will get there. I have confidence that our record will improve as our 

leadership improves.” Best of luck to our Lady Indians as they continue to season!  

Girls Basketball 
By: Matt Campbell 

The JCHS boys basketball team is coming off of a 2017-2018 season last year and expecting 
to have a better season this year. The boys basketball team has a new coach this year, Coach 
Burzynski. The roster this year is looking pretty positive with all these young athletic boys 
and returners and the younger classmen. The boys basketball has twenty players this year 
including: Seniors - Luca Gualdoni, Matt Campbell, Tyler Yotkewich, and Coltan Steinmetz, 
Juniors - Dallas Johnson, Josh McPheron, Dylan Fisher, Donovan Hutchinson, Tyler Beasley, 
Chase Selby, Billy Cheek, Houston Hall, Sophomores - Joseph Glidewell, Jeremy Jennings, 
Will Matyi, Freshmen - Jordan Wininger, Jayden Malone, Sam Harris, Drew Anderson, Micah 
Dejarnett, Caleb Newell, Amere Donnell. The tournament record is 1-4, and the season record 
is starting off at 2-6 with a win at home on December 5 against Fairfield Mules 59 - 58. 

Boys Basketball 
By: Nathan Garris 
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By: McKhaylah Craig 

Q: What has been your favorite memory during high school? 

A: My favorite memory would have to be all the pep rallies, skits and 

activities that we did for homecoming week! 

Q:What are your plans after high school? 

A: I am going to finish my generals after high school, then move out of state. 

I’ll start my career for Architecture at the University of Alabama. 

Q: What event do you most look forward to this year? 

A: The event I plan to look forward to would have to be graduation. A lot of people say that 

we wouldn’t make it and here we are. We will be walking across the stage completing another 

chapter in our life and starting a new one. 

Q:What clubs are you involved in? 

A: This year, I wasn’t involved in anything other than CREW due my work schedule. 

Q: In your four years of high school, what would be your advice to underclassmen? 

A: Focus on the people that focus on you. Finish your homework, study your heart out, apply 

for those scholarships and colleges. Take care of yourself because it is the only place you have 

to live. 

Shop with a Cop is an organization that has been running for ten years by Saline County. 

Police officers take less fortunate children ,whose parents can’t afford Christmas presents, 

shopping and out for lunch every December. Police officers buy clothes and new toys for 

these children. In August, to prepare them for the new school year, police officers take less 

fortunate children to pick out new clothes, shoes, and school supplies. To sign your child up 

for Shop with a Cop, you must fill out an application with yours and your child’s name, their 

age, and an explanation of your situation, or why Shop with a Cop is good for your child. 

Understand that if your child is chosen, you are their transportation to the store they will be 

shopping at. A child’s name is put in the Illinois Police Department by community outreach 

volunteers, family resource centers, St. Vincent DePaul, Counselors, teachers, and other 

association home office in Elmwood Park. Illinois. Saline County had their Shop With A Cop 

on Saturday, December 9 at the Harrisburg Wal-Mart location.  

Shop With A Cop 
By: Valerie Linder 



1. Elf- A classic you will surely enjoy watching with your family. 

2. A Christmas Story- Everybody's wanted a special gift on Christmas but will Ralphie  

receive his?   

3. Home Alone- No one wants to be stuck at home alone during the holidays, especially 

when your family planned a trip to Paris, will Kevin be with his family on Christmas? Or 

will some thieves try ruin it all? 

4. The Santa Clause- There's going to be a new Santa in town after you watch this 

movie.  It's bound to make you laugh with Tim Allen  

starring in it. 

5. Miracle on 34th Street- A Christmas classic everyone loves watching with their family. 

5 Movies You Must See Over Winter Break 
By:  Lucas Young 
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Softball Players Heading to College  

 

Senior Cheyenne Smith 

signed with St. Louis 

College of Pharmacy for 

softball. 

Congratulations!  

Senior Leah Wininger 

signed with Southeast 

Missouri for softball. 

Congratulations!  
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By: Nathan Garris 

I am a senior 

I am on the basketball team 

I am 5`8 

I drive a dodge 

My hobbies are riding four wheelers 

and playing basketball 

Did You Know? 
By: Matt Campbell 

 
 The image of Santa Claus flying his sleigh 

began in 1819 and was created by  
 Washington Irving, the same author who 

dreamt up the Headless Horseman. 
 
 The Montgomery Ward department store 

created Rudolph the Reindeer as a  
 marketing gimmick to encourage children 

to buy their Christmas coloring books. 
 
 The original Rudolph did not have a red 

nose. 
 
 Some zoos take donated Christmas trees 

and use them as food for the animals. 
 
 The Christmas wreath was originally hung 

as a symbol of Jesus. 
 
 In Poland, spiders and spider webs are often 

used as Christmas tree decorations. 
 
 The tradition of hanging stockings comes 

from a Dutch legend. 
 
 You would have to use your artificial tree 

for more than 20 years for it to be ‘greener’ 
than buying a fresh-cut tree annually. 

 
 Nova Scotia is the world’s leading exporter 

of Christmas trees. 
 
 Almost 28 sets of LEGO are sold every 

second during the Christmas season. 

THANK YOU 
 

The Johnston City 

School District         

collected food for the 

Manna Mission Food 

Drive.  

Dance Competition  
By: Hannah Cutsinger 

The JCHS Competition Dance Team is  

preparing for their first competition. The 

competition team is made up of Autumn  

Burton, Madreah Whittle, Lily Frick,  

Hannah Cutsinger, Carissa Sawyer, and 

Hannah Woolard. The team will attend six 

to seven competitions throughout  

December and January with hopes for  

qualifying for state, which is in February. 

This year, the dance team will be  

competing with a lyrical routine. There will 

be two soloists, Madreah and Lily, who will 

compete at two competitions of their 

choice. The first competitions the team will 

be attending are Saturday, December 9 at 

Belleville Althoff and Saturday December 

16 at Belleville East.     



It’s Beginning to Look a  Lot Like Christmas 

Here at JCHS 

Thank you Art Club for 

making it look so festive. The 

front of the school looks great, 

along with the community 

windows and the school 

library windows! Great job!  



Dress Up Day Winners 
Monday (PJs)- China Rone and 

Autumn Burton  

 

Tuesday (Elf/Santa)-  Gia Ordonez 

and McKenzie Saylor 

 

Wednesday (Movie Character)- Gia 

Ordonez, Cheyenne Smith, and Bailey 

Bullock 

 

Thursday (Candy Cane Day)- 

 



1. The Sun and Her Flowers book- $6 

 

2. Letter Ring- $8 

 

3.  Cactus Candles- $10 

 

4. Taco Socks- $10 

 

5. Lush Intergalactic Bath Bomb- $7 

 

6. Inspirational Pillow- $8 

 

7. Cat Ring Catcher- $9 

 

8. Hanging Candleholders- $9 

 

9. Sephora Collection Face Masks- $10 

 

10. Meh Mug- $8 

Christmas on a Budget 
By: Hannah Summers 

Top Ten Christmas Gifts 
By: Hannah Summers 

 Roku Express+ Streaming Stick-$25 

Fenty Beauty by Rihanna match stix trio-

$72 

 Amazon Echo Dot (2nd Generation)-$30 

 Beachwaver Curling Iron-$129 

 Amazon Kindle Paperwhite E-Reader-$120 

 Watch Ya Mouth-$15 

 Apple Watch Series 3-$329 

 Hamilton Beach Belgian Style Waffle 

Maker-$23 

 Fitbit Alta-$120 

 Instant Pot Pressure Cooker-$120 

1. All I Want For Christmas Is You– 

Mariah Carey 

 

2. Jingle Bell Rock- Hall & Oates 

 

3. The Christmas Song- Nat King        

    Cole 

 

4. Jingle Bells- Michael Bublé 

 

5. White Christmas- Bing Crosby 

Top Christmas Songs 
By: Hannah Summers 

Christmas Poll 
By: Hannah Summers 

When does your family open 

Christmas presents? 

One hundred people were polled at 

JCHS and asked about their 

Christmas tradition of opening 

gifts. Here are the results. 

65- Christmas Morning 

20- Christmas Eve 

15- Other 
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